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LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

 Psalter Week 1 

 Readings Sunday – 5th Sunday of Lent (C) 

       Weekdays –  5th Week in Lent 

 Sunday    5th Sunday of Lent (C) 

Next Sunday   Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord (C) 



Archdiocesan 

Mission Statement 

Taking to heart the 
last words of the Lord 
Jesus, we will go into 
the world to proclaim 
the Good News to the 
whole of creation. 

PARISH NEWS 

Chrism Mass 
Please sign up by this Sunday if you wish to travel on the 

coach to the Cathedral for the Chrism Mass on Wednesday 

17th April. 

Churches Together in Atherton during Lent 
Every Sunday during Lent there will be a gathering of 

Christians in Atherton at 4.00 pm to celebrate our faith 

together. Instead of having our usual Lenten Talks, this year 

we are gathering at five different churches to celebrate our 

faith and tradition and to welcome all our sisters and 

brothers from the different Christian churches. Please try to 

come along to join us in prayer and thanksgiving. The final 

meeting takes place this weekend at Atherton Unitarian 

Chapel on Sunday 7th April at 4.00pm. 

Easter Triduum 
Readers and Eucharistic Ministers from Holy Family and 

St. Ambrose please sign up to the rota for the Triduum 

which is at the back of both churches. 

In addition could Altar Servers please sign up for the 

services through the Triduum. 

Volunteers are also asked to sign up for the washing of the 

feet during the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 

Easter Flowers 
If you would like the names of any of your loved ones to go 

on the Easter Flowers for St Richard’s please write their 

names on an envelope and enclose a donation so that the list 

of names can be sorted out before Easter. Closing date: Palm 

Sunday, April 14th. 

If you wish to add a name of a loved one to the list to be 

displayed in St. Ambrose or Holy Family church please fill in 

the form at the back of church and tick which church you would 

like the name to be added. Any money with these forms will be 

taken as offerings for floral decorations for Easter. If you wish 

to have Mass celebrated please give name and offering in an 

envelope marked ‘Mass Intention’. 

With You Always 
A note to all children and families in Year 4 at St.Richard’s, 

St.Ambrose Barlow & Sacred Heart, Hindsford, that the 

celebrations of First Holy Communion will take place this year 

on the following dates:- 

● May 4th at 11.00am in St.Ambrose Barlow Church. 

● May 11th at 11.00am in St.Richard’s Church. 

The next sessions will take place on the following dates: ● 

Tuesday, April 23rd at 5.30pm in St.Richard’s 
Church. 
● Thursday, April 25th at 6.00pm in St.Ambrose 

Barlow Parish Hall. 

Communion to the Sick 
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GOSPEL REFLECTION 

  There is a great deal of making rushed judgements and demanding immediate answers in today’s Gospel. Only 
Jesus seems to take the time carefully to read the whole situation. He resists the temptation to offer a hasty 
response or a simple “yes” or “no” answer to the question the scribes and Pharisees put to him. Instead, Jesus 
gathers his thoughts. He bends down and starts drawing something in the dust, pondering, reflecting, trying to 
see the wider picture. The woman, who is accused of committing adultery, is merely a means to an end. They 
actually have no interest in her. They just want to trap Jesus. Is he going to agree with the Law, thereby sacrificing 
the woman’s life and undermining his reputation as a man with a message of God’s boundless compassion for 
all people? Or will Jesus risk his religious credentials by daring to contradict the teaching of Moses? The 
Pharisees want a “yes” or “no” answer to a question of moral law, as if they were dealing with a math’s problem. 
But when it comes to people’s lives, things are seldom so clear-cut. We know nothing of the woman’s 
circumstances, we hear nothing of the man she was with who, presumably, was just as guilty as she was but isn’t 
put “on show”, or why she was with him in the first place. 

  Jesus is aware of their motives. But also, unlike his opponents, he is aware of the person involved. They make 
her stand in full view of everyone. They separate her from the rest of the people. It’s easier to judge and condemn 
someone who is singled out as “different”, some “other”, not “one of us”. Physically and psychologically they 
isolate the woman. Jesus does the exact opposite. He connects her to them. Whatever the reason for the 
woman’s adultery, whether she was victim or wrong-doer, Jesus’ response, “If there is one of you who has not 
sinned, let them be the first to throw a stone,” has the effect of reconnecting her to her accusers. For who has 
not committed sin? Who does not stand in the mercy of God? Once that connection is made, it becomes 
impossible for anyone to condemn or harm the woman, for in doing so they would be condemning themselves. 
Jesus reminds them – and us today – that mercy and compassion is the only option available. 

  It is often noted that Jesus does not condone the woman’s sin. He points her forward towards a different future, 
a different way of living. St.Paul once wrote, “I forget the past and I strain ahead for what is still to come.” “No 
need to recall the past,” God tells us in today’s First Reading. “See, I am doing a new deed.” God is providing his 
people with a symbolic river in the desert, so that they may drink. This river is the mercy of God freely offered to 
all who put their faith in Christ. Pope Francis tells us that “the name of God is mercy”. This mercy is life-giving 
and transforms us so that, like the woman in the Gospel, we cease to live in isolation, held captive by our history. 
And like the Pharisees, we can no longer live apart, in the desert of superiority, judgement and condemnation. 
When we truly experience God’s mercy, it’s not just our view of ourselves that is transformed, but our 
understanding of humanity and our place in it. Judgement and condemnation are replaced by the freedom to 
love, to accept others as they are and to live as Jesus himself lived. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm Response:   What marvels the Lord worked for us! 

Indeed we were glad. 

Gospel Acclamation: Seek good and not evil so that you may live, and that 

the Lord God of hosts may really be with you. 



Synod 2020 - The Story So Far 
Preparations for Synod 2020 will continue 

during 

Lent. As the Archbishop himself said in his 

Pastoral Letter for Synod Sunday 2018, the 

Synod is the time when we choose the path 

to walk on. Those who volunteered to be members are in 

the process of attending training sessions. We will continue 

to give you further updates regarding the process of the 

Synod because there may well be times when you are 

invited to contribute towards the Synod in terms of sharing 

your views concerning the future mission of the Church in 

the Archdiocese. Your views will be very important. Here is 

a reminder of the “Synod Timeline” for the first year. 

● 29th April – 10th May – Pastoral Area 

gathering of all Members. 

● May – June 2019 – Listening and 

discerning in Parishes. (Led by Members) 

● 21st or 25th or 28th September – Meeting 

of 

Members. (Members can attend any one 

meeting) ● Oct 2019 – Jan 2020 – Pastoral Area 

Pre-Synod 1. 

(One in each Pastoral Area) 

Pastoral Area Synod Members 
Many thanks to all those who have volunteered to become 

Pastoral Area Synod Members. In a few weeks we will be 

meeting a representative from the Archdiocese Synod 2020 

Team who will be helping us in the whole process. This meeting 

will take place in St.Richard’s Parish House on Thursday 

May 9th at 7.30pm. Before that date we would like to gather all 

the Synod Members – just so that we can get to know each 

other a little – on Friday April 28th at All Saints, Golborne, 

from 7.00pm. Please let one of the priests know if you cannot 

make it to either of these meetings. 

Thank-You 
The Newton and Longworth families would like to thank 

parishioners and friends for their prayers and condolences on 

the death of their beautiful daughter Emma Louise. Also a big 

thank-you to everyone who has donated to Cancer Research 

UK. We don’t yet have the final figure but we will let everyone 

know as soon as we have it. Once again very warm and 

heartfelt thanks. 

Easter Cards to the Holy Land 
Thank you to all who supported our Easter Card to the Holy 

Lands campaign this year. 150 cards were sold throughout the 

parish, and these will be a great message of solidarity to our 

fellow Christians at this special time of year. 

St. Richard’s 500 Club February Winners 
 £100 295 S. Branton 

 £50 341 J. A. Sumner 

 £25 121 M. Helme 

 £15 66 W. Connor 

 £15 43 L. Ryder 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Could ministers from Holy Family please update the office 

so that we know who is receiving Communion at home or 

in a care home, and also identify if there are any 

housebound or sick who need Communion visits but are not 

currently on our lists. Many thanks. Fr Paul G 

Walsingham 2019 
Many thanks to those who applied to go on the Walsingham 

Pilgrimage on Easter Monday. Can you please pay the 

balance as soon as possible. Please contact Therese 

Thompson on 07780064502 or The Flower Shop, Smith 

Street, Atherton. 

LAST WEEK’S PARISH COLLECTIONS 

      Offertory           £2,014.55 

      Nugent Care          £   554.38 

Thank you for your generosity. 

SECOND COLLECTION 

Today: Catholic Blind Services 
The Catholic Blind Services assist the Church in her ministry with people 

who are blind or have a visual impairment. One aspect of their work is to 
prepare the large print Mass sheets that are available at the back of church. 

Next Week: Lenten Alms or HCPT 
(HCPT at St.Ambrose Barlow (6.00pm) and Holy Family) 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

LENTEN SERVICES 

Please try your very best to do something extra for Lent this 

year. There are many different weekly services on in all the 

different churches. Come along and join us in prayer. 

Stations of the Cross 

● St.Richard’s Church – Tuesday at 7.00pm. 

● Holy Family – Wednesday at 6.30pm (before 7.00pm 

Mass). A rota is at the back of church for volunteers  or 

groups to lead the the stations. 

● St.Ambrose – Friday at 7.00pm 

● Sacred Heart, Hindley Green – Friday at 6.15pm 

(before 

7.00pm Mass). 

CAFOD Lenten Reflections 

● St.Richard’s – Wednesday at 10.00am. (Details 

below.) 

Early Morning Lenten Mass 

● St Ambrose Barlow Church – Wednesday at 7.30am. 

● Holy Family Church – Friday at 7.00am. (List for 

Ministers & Readers at back of Church.) 

Prayer in preparation for Synod 2020 

We thank you Father 

For the love you have shown us In the gift 
of Jesus, your Son. 

We thank you for the gift of the Church, 
Through which you show us that you are 
always with us and are always at work in 
our lives. 

As we journey together to Synod 2020 help 
us to become the Church that you are calling us to be. 
May your Holy Spirit  be powerfully at work among us 
Strengthen each of us and guide Francis, our Pope 
and Malcolm our Archbishop. 

Help us to respond to the challenges of our times in new 
ways to bring your love to all our sisters and brothers. 

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 



A number of gatherings will take place with our friends from 

other Christian Churches. Please take note of the times and 

dates in each church or the notice below. 

Lent Reflections, with Laudato Si & Sunday 

Gospels 
These Reflections, produced by Liverpool Archdiocesan 

Justice and Peace Commission and CAFOD, will be held at 

St Richard’s House during Lent this year. Sessions will last 

about an hour and will be on Wednesday mornings at 10.00 

am (following Exposition). The last session will be on 

Wednesday, April 10th. Please come along if you can – you 

will be very welcome. 

St Joseph's Players Present : 'SEE HOW THEY 

RUN' 
A Farcical Comedy by Philip King. 

From Tuesday 9th to Saturday 13th April. Curtain up 

7.30pm. 

Advance Tickets now available on line at 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-josephs-players 

Or pay on the door on the night. 

Adults £10 & 16 yrs and under £5. 

Bar, raffle & refreshments available. 

Enq. stjosephsplayers1@gmail.com 

200 CLUB £1000 Draw 
Tickets for the Cabaret Evening at which the £1000 draw will 

be made are available from this weekend. Members who 

would like to secure their free tickets for the event should see 

Steve at the back of church at St Ambrose Barlow after the 

11.00 Mass or ring / text him on 07952 152371. The Cabaret 

Evening will be held on Friday 26th April from 7.30pm in the 

Parish Hall. A buffet supper will be available but please bring 

your own drinks. Entertainment will be provided by Stephen 

Green. 

The Mikado 
The Three Towns Operatic Society are performing a special 

50th Anniversary production of Gilbert & Sullivan’s “Mikado” 

in May. The performances, in St.Joseph’s Hall, Leigh, take 

place between Tuesday 14th May – Saturday 18th May. 

Tickets are priced at £11 and £13 and are available by 

phoning 01942605369 or 676594, or online at 

www.thethreetowns.net 

HCPT Golf Day 
HCPT are organizing a Golf Day at Westhoughton Golf Club 

on Thursday 23rd May with a “shotgun” start at 1.00pm. 

There are lots of prizes up for grabs and all proceeds go 

towards HCPT. Fr.Paul Senior has been asked to make up 

two teams. If you would like to play please contact Fr.Paul 

asap. Price is £120 per team, therefore £30 per person which 

includes food before and after the round. 

 

 

Reflect 

Today’s Gospel reading reveals God’s love and mercy 
towards each of us. He sees us as we truly are – the good and 
the bad. And he loves and accepts us for who we are. 

Pray 

Act of Hope: 

O my God, relying on your infinite mercy and promises, I hope 
to obtain pardon of my sins, the help of your grace, and life 
everlasting, through the merits of Jesus Christ, my Lord and 
Redeemer. Amen. 

Act 

Sometimes we allow ourselves to be irritated by the foibles of 
others, focusing only on what annoys us rather than accepting 
the other for who they really are with all their potential. This 
week take a deep breath, pause and think before speaking. 

Challenge 

“Humankind has always put money at the centre of everything. 

But when we think about our relationship with the natural 

resources, we see that life should be at the centre of 

everything. When we reflect on this we realise that we are part 

of life, we are not the owners and masters of it.” (Sonia 

Sanchez) 

 Newsletter 

Please ensure that items for next week’s newsletter are sent 
in by Wednesday evening. Thank you. 

Clergy Addresses 

Fr Paul Seddon: St Richard’s Presbytery, Mayfield Street, 

Atherton, Manchester M46 OAQ 

Fr Paul Grady: Holy Family Presbytery, 208 Chaddock 

Lane, 

Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester M28 1DN 

Finance 

All monies should be paid into the Parish account of St 

Margaret Clitherow Please note spelling ‘Clitherow’). Thank 

you. 



 

Please pray for 

those who are Sick 

 

Week Beginning 

7th April 
Holy Family St. Ambrose Barlow St. Richard’s 

 SUNDAY 
9.00 am 

Michelle Callan 

11.00 am 

Amy Turnbull 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Mildred Hughes 

11.00 am 

Brian Lloyd 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Maria Conneely 

Dennis & Mary Elams 

9.30 am 

Malcolm Laithwaite 

MONDAY    

TUESDAY 
 9.15 am 

Raymond Hilton 

               9.15 am 

Rex Baxter 

WEDNESDAY 
7.00 pm 

Rex Baxter 

7.30 am (Early Mass) 

Eric Vincent Whiteside 

9.00 - 10.00 am 

Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament 

THURSDAY 
10.00 am 

 Mr Bourke 

 9.15 am 

Martin & Nora Finn 

FRIDAY 

7.00 am (Early Mass) 

Teresa Unsworth 

 In Holy Family Church 

10.00 am 

Parishioners 

Mass in St Gabriel’s 

School 

 10.00 am 

Ken Birchall 

SATURDAY 

10.00 am 

John Neville 

10.00 am 

Exposition & Rosary 

6.00 pm 

Richard Farrington 

6.00 pm 

Eddie Leach 

NEXT SUNDAY 

9.00 am 

Bill & Mary Freeman 

11.00 am 

Joan Higgins 11.00 am 

Sheila Swift 

9.30 am 

Sarah Mary Herron 

 

 

BAPTISM 

We welcome into our family of 

Faith 

Layla Rae Doyle-Sumner 

May God bless her and her family. 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday Confessions after 10.00 am Mass at Holy Family 

& 

Confessions after both 6.00 pm Masses 
in St Ambrose and St Richard’s. 

Confession also available where possible by request / appointment. 
 



 

Amy Turnbull 

Arthur Leggett 

All Cancer 

Patients 

Anne Broad 

Baby George 

Baby Grace 

Baby Luke 

Bernard O’Donnell 

Bridie Molyneux 

Catherine Jones 

Christopher 

Browne 

Clare Barlow 

Clifford Browne 

Eddie Shaw 

Emma Oldham 

Enid Kenwright 

Fon O’Hara 

Freda Peake 

Gerald Hackett 

Guy Ryan 

Hannah Delargy 

 Irene McIntyre 

Jack Rothwell 

Jean Tchibukdjian 

Jennifer Langin 

Jess Garrett 

Jessie Lucas 

Joan Wilkinson 

John Neary 

John Wall 

Kathy Kenyon 

Maisie Sweeney 

(10) 

Margaret Case 

Margaret Dawson 

Margaret Ross 

Margaret Wall 

Marjorie Price 

Mary Tiernan 

Maureen Halliday 

Michael Wright 

Rev Jim Melia 

Sandra Jones 

Shelagh Welsby 

Stephen Howell 
Terry Barlow 
Thelma Humble 

Theresa Stanley 

Thomas 

McLoughlin 

Wyn Wright 

 

LATELY DEAD 

Please pray for 
those who have 

died recently: 

Jennifer Whittam 

Bryan Graham 

Geoffrey Anderson 

May they rest in peace. 

Amen. 

 READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Gospel for the Procession – Luke 19:28-40 

Jesus instructs his disciples to prepare for the Feast of 
Passover, then enters Jerusalem and is proclaimed by the 
people as the King of kings. 

First Reading – Isaiah 50:4-7 

The servant of God places his trust in the Lord and knows that 
he is lovingly protected from the insults and spittle so that he can 
endure all suffering with patience. 

Second Reading – Philippians 2:6-11 

Like the seed that is buried in the soil and brings forth new life, 
Jesus reveals that it is only by dying that we rise to new life. 

Gospel Reading – Luke 22:14-23:56 

St.Luke reveals the compassionate promise of Jesus to the 

good 

thief: “Today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 



Yvonne Mellin 

If any of the above are 
now better please tell 

margaretclitherow 
@yahoo.com 

 

 


